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In its Sept. 30 issue, the New York Times published an article by Mark Uhlig stating that President
Violeta Barrios de Chamorro's government is under pressure to abandon a judgment against the
US at the UN's legal branch, the International Court of Justice (World Court). The case was filed
by former president Daniel Ortega's government after the mining of Nicaraguan harbors in April
1984 after clear evidence emerged of US participation. On June 27, 1986, the court ruled that the
US had breached international law by supporting the contras, and ordered it to pay reparations.
The amount was not specified, amd Nicaraguan legal experts say the total has reached as much as
$17 billion with interest. The US refuses to recognize the court's jurisdiction in the matter. Augusto
Zamora Rodriguez, who argued Nicaragua's case as former legal director of the Foreign Ministry,
said, "It is in the national interest that the United States pay for the damage it caused. To say that
we must give up that right is to make apologies for violence and to applaud the intervention of
the strong against the weak." Uhlig cited unidentified diplomats and Nicaraguan officials who
say that the Bush administration has informed President Barrios de Chamorro that future US aid
to Nicaragua will depend on her willingness to abandon the claim. Following a recent visit at the
State Department, Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo said, "We are analyzing the suitability
of establishing a commercial treaty between Nicaragua and the United States, and within that
framework, people in the United States administration and Congress will find the I.C.J. suit difficult
to understand. "We must decide whether we should insist on receiving an indemnity that the United
States says it will never pay, or accept the friendship of a nation and people that want to look to the
future." In its last days in office, the former government approved a special law obligating all future
governments to continue the claim. The law could be revoked through new action by the National
Assembly.
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